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I Population 158 million (2009 estimate)

I Per capita GDP of $1,142 (2009 estimate), compared to $12,575 for
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Variously called New Englishes, World Englishes, Postcolonial
Englishes...

Varieties of English that came into being through (the second wave of)
emigration/colonisation from Great Britain

such as Indian English, Singaporean English, Nigerian English
relatively new but active �eld, established in the 1980s

Robert Fuchs, Universität Augsburg A corpus of Nigerian English



Background
ICE Nigeria

First results

Nigeria
New Englishes

Standardisation

I Edgar Schneider's dynamic model of postcolonial Englishes:
Between phase 3 (nativisation) and phase 4 (endonormative
stabilisation)

Robert Fuchs, Universität Augsburg A corpus of Nigerian English



Background
ICE Nigeria

First results

Nigeria
New Englishes

Standardisation

I Edgar Schneider's dynamic model of postcolonial Englishes:
Between phase 3 (nativisation) and phase 4 (endonormative
stabilisation)

I Nigerian English differs from other varieties of English, but there is
not yet a standard

Robert Fuchs, Universität Augsburg A corpus of Nigerian English



Background
ICE Nigeria

First results

Nigeria
New Englishes

Standardisation

I Edgar Schneider's dynamic model of postcolonial Englishes:
Between phase 3 (nativisation) and phase 4 (endonormative
stabilisation)

I Nigerian English differs from other varieties of English, but there is
not yet a standard

I Why is standardisation an issue?

Robert Fuchs, Universität Augsburg A corpus of Nigerian English



Background
ICE Nigeria

First results

Nigeria
New Englishes

Standardisation

I Edgar Schneider's dynamic model of postcolonial Englishes:
Between phase 3 (nativisation) and phase 4 (endonormative
stabilisation)

I Nigerian English differs from other varieties of English, but there is
not yet a standard

I Why is standardisation an issue?

I What do you need for standardisation?

Robert Fuchs, Universität Augsburg A corpus of Nigerian English



Background
ICE Nigeria

First results

Nigeria
New Englishes

Standardisation

I Edgar Schneider's dynamic model of postcolonial Englishes:
Between phase 3 (nativisation) and phase 4 (endonormative
stabilisation)

I Nigerian English differs from other varieties of English, but there is
not yet a standard

I Why is standardisation an issue?

I What do you need for standardisation?

I You need to know what kind of language educated speakers use.

Robert Fuchs, Universität Augsburg A corpus of Nigerian English



Background
ICE Nigeria

First results

Nigeria
New Englishes

Standardisation

I Edgar Schneider's dynamic model of postcolonial Englishes:
Between phase 3 (nativisation) and phase 4 (endonormative
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I Nigerian English differs from other varieties of English, but there is
not yet a standard

I Why is standardisation an issue?

I What do you need for standardisation?

I You need to know what kind of language educated speakers use.

I Corpus!
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I Compilation started October 2007, University of Augsburg (Ulrike
Gut, Applied English Linguistics)

I DFG project "Standardisation processes in Nigerian English"
I Goals: open, rich, accurate corpus

I Corpus creation should be agile
I Corpus openly available and easy to use
I Video and audio �les available, too
I Annotation on several levels: Orthographic, phonemic, phonological

transcription
I POS and syntactic tagging
I Further development of "Pacx"

(Wunder et al. 2010)
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I compare relative clauses and relative marker choice in four New
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I investigate stylistic variation
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I stylistic variation of use of progressive structures in British and
American English is well documented

I aim: investigate usage of progressives in Nigerian English

I method: ICE Nigeria, ICE GB
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I Supposedly frequent in NigE and unusual in standard English
I Standard usage

I Stative verbs indicating an activity or a type of behaviour with limited
duration
You are being silly
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Extension of the progressive

I overall rather rare, despite previous claims
I among the most frequent: stative mental state

I Why are you not understanding this already?

I rarer: stative recipient
I I hope you have been hearing from your wife and children?
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